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year. It was soon found expedient to change the
location of the business, which was given up at Xenia
and reestablished at Lebanon. This was a very
pleasant period for the boy. He enjoyed the confi-
dence of his employer, who appeared well satisfied
with his clerk, and frequently for two or three weeks
together, during his absence in Cincinnati for the pur-
chase of goods, left him in entire charge of the store.
His home was in the midst of the family of the silent
partner of his employer, to every one of whom he be-
came devotedly attached. The oldest son had been
his classmate, and as schoolfellows they had been
strong friends. The daughters were lovely young
girls, kind, amiable, and gentle, while the father and
mother were just such persons as can rear such a
family.

In this position, and in this home, possessing the
consciousness of independence and of honorable em-
ployment, devoted to study and to thought, he was
well situated to lay out plans for a future career.
His tastes being intellectual, it is quite natural that
he should cast about for some way by which he could
secure an education. By accident he came upon a
notice of the United States Military Academy at
West Point. He was surprised to learn that the
government provided quarters for the cadets, gave
the highest scientific education, and paid each cadet
a salary of twenty-eight dollars per month beside.
The education and the salary were a tempting prize
in the eyes of one who was receiving four dollars per
month and no education.

He reflected long and deeply over any chances he
might have of securing such an appointment. He
consulted his. mother in the matter, but she did notf loose wood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